
BIOGRAPHY OF H.M. Lili’uokalani, Queen 
 
Lydia Kamakaʻeha Pākī, who would later become Queen Lili’uokalani of the Hawaiian Nation, 
was born on September 2, 1838, from a distinguished and long line of Hawaiian chiefs. She was 
the third of ten children born to High Chiefs Caesar Kapaʻakea and Analeʻa Keohokālole.  
 
Lili’uokalani believed that the status of women in Hawai’i could be elevated through education 
and self-reliance. In 1886, she founded the Lili’uokalani Educational Society, for the proper 
training of Hawaiian girls. She served as president of two women’s societies that assisted those 
in need, the Ho’olulu Lāhui O Kaumakapili and the Ladies’ Mutual Benevolent Society. In her 
later years, she also held the office of President of the ʻAhahui ʻIolani O Nā Wahine Hawai’i, also 
known as the ʻIolani Guild. This women’s organization, still in existence, under the auspices of 
St. Andrew’s Cathedral, also assisted with relief of the poor. 
 
On January 14, 1893, Queen Lili’uokalani attempted to promulgate a new constitution, to 
restore the monarchy to its former status of constitutional and legal sovereignty. Her intention 
was to restore royal prerogatives and voting rights that were taken away by the previous 
constitution forced upon her brother in 1887. For her new constitution to take effect, the 
Queen sought the approval and signatures of her cabinet, as required by law. Cabinet 
members, fearing repercussions from certain segments of the population, withheld their 
signatures. The Queen eventually postponed promulgation of a new constitution. But word of 
the Queen’s initial intentions had already galvanized her opponents. Mass meetings by the 
opposition were held, and threats of an armed conflict were ever present.  All of this posed a 
threat to American businessmen, so they began meeting and organized a coup d'état.  On 
January 17, 1893, after taking control of key government buildings, the “Committee of Public 
Safety” declared the overthrow of Queen Lili’uokalani, the abrogation of the Hawaiian 
monarchy, and the establishment of a provisional government. In order to avoid a civil war and 
further loss of life, the Queen yielded her authority as sovereign of the Hawaiian Kingdom not 
to the insurrectionists, but to the superior force of the United States of America whose Minister 
Plenipotentiary, His Excellency John L. Stevens, had caused United States troops to be landed at 
Honolulu and declared that he would support the Provisional Government. This is her official 
statement: 
  
“Now to avoid any collision of armed forces, and perhaps the loss of life, I do this under protest 
and impelled by said force yield my authority until such time as the Government of the United 
States shall, upon facts being presented to it, undo the action of its representatives and 
reinstate me in the authority which I claim as the Constitutional Sovereign of the Hawaiian 
Islands.” 
 
Two years after the 1893 illegal overthrow, supporters of the Queen staged a counter 
revolution in 1895 to restore her to power. This failed attempt ended with the Queen’s arrest, 
forced abdication, and a humiliating public trial. She was sentenced to five years in prison and a 
fine of $5,000 for misprision of treason against the Republic of Hawai’i. Her sentence was later 



commuted to imprisonment in the Executive Building, formerly ʻIolani Palace, for nearly eight 
months. 
 
While imprisoned, The Rt. Rev. Alfred P. Willis, the Second Bishop of the Anglican Church in 
Hawai’i, was instructed by the Archbishop of Canterbury to visit the Queen even though she 
was not a member of the Church. This was in most part due to the fact that the Church 
remained loyal not to the insurrectionists but to the monarchy, which had originally invited the 
Church to Hawai’i in 1860. As the Queen would later recount: “That first night of my 
imprisonment was the longest night I have ever passed in my life; it seems as though the dawn 
of day would never come. I found in my bag a small Book of Common Prayer according to the 
ritual of the Anglican Church. It was a great comfort to me, and before retiring the rest Mrs. 
Clark and I spent a few minutes in the devotions appropriate to the evening.” 
 
It was during her time in prison that the Queen began contemplating her conversion from the 
denomination of her childhood church (The Congregational now United Church of Christ) to the 
Anglican (now Episcopal) Church. While imprisoned, Lili’uokalani composed “Ke Aloha O Ka 
Haku” (popularly referred to as “Lili’uokalani’s Prayer”) in March 1895. This hymn is popular 
with Christian churches in Hawai’i, and was published, in 1999, in the United Church of Christ’s 
Hawaiian Hymnal “Nā Hīmeni O Ka Ekalesia.” The lyrics are as follows:  
 
O kou aloha nō, aia i ka lani    Your love is in heaven  
A ʻo kou ʻo ia iʻo, he hemolelo hoʻi  Your truth, so perfect. 
Koʻu noho mihi ana, a paʻahao ia  I live in sorrow, imprisoned. 
O ʻoe kuʻu lama, kou nani, koʻu koʻo  You are my light, your glory my support  
Mai nānā ʻinoʻino, nā hewa o kānaka  Behold not with malevolence, the sins of man,  
Akā e huikala, a maʻemaʻe nō  But forgive, and forgive.  
No laila e ka Haku, ma lalao kou ʻeheu And so, O Lord, beneath your wings,  
Ko mākou maluhia, a mau loa aku no Be our peace, forever more. 
 
When she was released her from imprisonment on September 6, 1895, her decision to convert 
to the Anglican Church was finally made when threats were made against her life while she was 
under house arrest.  Out of fear for her safety, she sought sanctuary with Bishop Willis and the 
Anglican Sisters of the Cathedral Church of St. Andrew’s next door. At risk for harboring a 
“fugitive from justice,” Bishop Willis hid the Queen from her captors in the sanctuary of St. 
Andrew’s.  On February 6, 1896, after all restrictions on her movements were finally lifted, she 
made several trips to the United States unsuccessfully seeking redress for the loss of her 
kingdom. On May 18, 1896, the Queen was baptized and confirmed as a member of the 
Anglican Church. The Dowager Queen Kapi`olani, Prince David Kawānanakoa, Mrs. Willis, and 
the Anglican Sisters served as witnesses, and Mrs. Willis recalled that the “font was beautifully 
decorated with masses of white flowers.”   
 
Perhaps the Queen’s greatest and most enduring legacy, beyond her musical genius and her 
commitment to peace, is the establishment of the Lili’uokalani Trust. This provided for the 



future care of orphan and destitute children, with preference given to children of Native 
Hawaiian ancestry. It remains a vital organization operating throughout Hawaiʻi today.  
 
Queen Lili’uokalani spent the rest of her life fighting for native Hawaiians to regain power, 
autonomy, and sovereignty over their land and culture.  She died peacefully at the age of 79 at 
her beloved home of Washington Place on November 11, 1917. There is a statue of the queen, 
sculpted by Marianne Pineda, at the State Capitol in Honolulu, which has become the focus of 
annual and frequent public ceremonies in her honor and for the nurturing of her endearing and 
enduring legacy in Hawai’i Nei.   
 
A persistent advocate for justice, Her Majesty refused the use of force to prevent the certain 
bloodshed of her people, when faced by heavily armed American naval troops and a band of 
insurrectionists and revolutionaries. Her model of grace, courage, wisdom and faith left a 
powerful symbol of Godʻs love that continues to be at the center of the native Hawaiian people 
and communities in Hawai’i Nei. The Episcopal Church in Hawai’i commemorates Her Majesty, 
Queen Lili’uokalani, as one of its patronal saints because throughout all her ordeals, both on 
and off the throne, she endured suffering and humbly, yet steadfastly, practiced, in faith, the 
carrying of her own cross as a Christian.  
 
 


